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WHEREWE TREAT YOU LIKE
ROYALTY

CALL OUR SERVICE
DEPARTMENT TODAY AT

800.388.2897 TO
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

*UP TO SIX (6) QUARTS OF MOTORCRAFT OIL AND MOTORCRAFT OIL FILTER. 
MOTORCRAFT IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 

SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR EXCLUSIONS AND DETAILS UNTIL 6.30.2024

THE WORKS

Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake
Inspection, Battery Test, Vehicle Checkup, Fluid
Top-Off, Filter Check, and Belts & Hoses Check

�

SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL
CHANGE AND MORE

$49.95

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Providence Christian sweeps doubleheader at Union County

Following a pair of Sat-
urday losses to Providence 
Christian, Union County is 
against the wall entering the 
final two weeks of the regular 
season, sitting two games back 
of fourth-place East Jackson 
(10-11, 4-5) with six games 
remaining in the hunt for the 
final playoff spot from 8-AA.

The Panthers (5-11, 2-7) 
and East Jackson square off 
this week in a make-or-break 
three-game tilt that would see 
Union County eliminated from 
postseason contention with 
a series loss. Union needs a 
sweep to overtake the Eagles 
while winning two of three 
keeps the Panthers’ playoff 
hopes alive for another week 
ahead of the year’s final series 
vs. first-place Banks County.

Panthers 1, Providence 
3 (Gm. 2) - Union County 
hosted the Storm in a makeup 
doubleheader rescheduled 
from March 22. The Panthers 
lost the series opener 10-0 
on March 19 in Lilburn, but 
rain washed out the weekend 
games at UCHS.

During the first of two 
games on Saturday, the Pan-
thers stranded 10 runners in 
a 3-1 loss, including a pair of 
bases-loaded opportunities in 
the third and fourth innings 
to waste a stellar pitching 
performance from sophomore 
Gunnar Akins.

Akins went the distance, 
striking out five and not sur-
rendering a walk while giv-
ing up three earned runs. He 
finished 2 for 4 at the plate 
-- his third multi-hit game of 
the year.

Providence grabbed a 
1-0 lead via two first-inning 
singles before an RBI double 
made it 2-0 in the third. 

Union County, which 
went six-up, six-down through 
two, answered by loading the 
bases in the bottom of the third 
when Eli Sosensky walked, 
Maddox Patton singled and 
Connor Swanson reached on 

an error. But Providence kept 
the Panthers off the board 
courtesy of consecutive strike-
outs to end the frame.

Moses Stevens wore an 
81 mph fastball to lead off the 
Union County fourth, then 
back-to-back two-out singles 
by Bo Brown and Sosensky 
loaded the bags before a flyout 
halted the threat.

Akins’ one-out single 
went to waste in the fifth 
and Providence’s solo homer 
during the sixth bumped the 
margin to 3-0.

The Panthers finally 
broke through in the bottom 
half following a two-out single 
by Brown and a Sosensky 
walk, allowing Patton to plate 
the courtesy runner, Junior 
Davis, on an opposite-field 
single.

Akins escaped a two-

on, one-out jam in the seventh 
when he turned a tapper back 
to the mound into a 1-5-3 
double play. Akins led off the 
bottom half with a base knock 
before two groundouts and a 
flyout closed the contest.

Patton finished 2 for 
3 with his team’s lone RBI; 
Brown ended the day 2 for 3; 
Sosensky went 1 for 1 with a 
pair of walks; Davis added a 
stolen base.

Panthers 1, Providence 
2 (Gm. 3) - The Storm manu-
factured the go-ahead run in 
the sixth inning after Union 
County tied things up in the 
bottom of the fifth.

The Panthers left the 
winning run at first base in the 
seventh after Hayden Hughes 
worked a leadoff walk, and 
Swanson was plunked with 
two away.

Sophomore Eli Gwnn 
delivered Union another domi-
nant pitching performance, 
working into the seventh, 
allowing 6 hits, 3 walks and 
2 runs (one earned) while 
recording 5 punch outs in 6 
1/3 innings. Hughes shut the 
door in the seventh, picking up 
a strikeout over the final 2/3.

Patton went 2 for 3 at 
the plate, accounting for two 
of Union’s three hits; Hughes 
walked and scored a run during 
a 1-for-3 day. 

Hughes scored when 
his base hit to center led off 
the fifth and Sosensky’s one-
out walk advanced him into 
scoring position. A two-out 
wild pitch had the runners on 
the move when the Storm’s 
catcher short-hopped his throw 
into left field, bringing home 
Hughes.

Panthers need two wins vs. East Jackson to keep playoff hopes alive

Sophomore Gunnar Akins tossed a complete game but took the tough-luck loss in the first half of Saturday’s 
doubleheader vs. Providence Christian Academy despite going 2 for 4 at the plate. Photo/Todd Forrest

Tied at 1-1, Providence 
answered in the sixth via an 
error, a sacrifice fly and a two-
out double.

Patton’s one-out triple 
in the bottom half had Union 
in business until a lineout and 
a groundout kept the score 
at 2-1.

The Storm got on the 
board in the second inning on a 
steal of home after two hits put 
runners on the corners.

Union went hitless until 
the fourth when Patton singled 
to left field, but the sophomore 
was cut down trying to stretch 
it into a double.

Up next: The Panthers 
traveled to East Jackson on 
Monday with the previously 
scheduled trip to Gilmer can-
celed.

Union County hosts East 
Jackson in a Friday double-

header beginning at 5 p.m.
Region  s tandings : 

Banks County sits atop 8-AA 
with a 7-2 region record and 
owns the tiebreaker over Prov-
idence and Athens Academy.

Providence and Athens 
Academy are tied for second 
at 6-3; East Jackson is fourth 
at 4-5. Union and Fellowship 
Christian are in fifth place 
at 2-7. 

Union holds the tie-
breaker over Fellowship, 
while Athens and Providence 
square off this week to take 
control of the No. 2 seed.

Remaining on the sched-
ule for first-place Banks Coun-
ty is Fellowship and Union. 
Providence has Athens and 
East Jackson; Athens will meet 
Providence and Fellowship. 
East Jackson has Union and 
Providence.

Sophomore Maddox Patton went 4 for 6 with a triple and an RBI during 
Union County’s doubleheader vs. Providence Christian on Saturday, 
April 6. Photo/Todd Forrest

Sophomore catcher Bo Brown hangs on to a foul-tip third strike during game one of Saturday’s doubleheader 
vs. Providence Christian. Photo/Todd Forrest

For the second time in eight days, sophomore Eli Gwynn did enough to pick up the W but was let down by his 
offense during a 2-1 loss vs. Providence Christian in Saturday’s second game. Photo/Todd Forrest


